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Introduction
My husband and I have homeschooled our two boys for several years now, and we love the
benefits. What we’re able to teach and expose our children to at home far outweighs a typical
public school course of study, and what’s even better — most of the time, our boys don’t even
realize they’re learning. But if there is anything that might prevent us from homeschooling,
it’s money. Keeping this lifestyle going has been a challenge, and my husband and I have had
many discussions about whether we can afford it. Is it really worth the sacrifices? What if
they become interested in something that we can’t afford on one salary? And how will we pay
for college? How will we pay for any emergency that might come up? What will our
retirement look like when I haven’t worked a full-time job most of my life?
These are questions that plague us. However, I can think of other things we would worry
about if they went to school, and as a college professor at a community college, my husband
sees some of the negative results of public schooling in his freshmen classes. This is why my
husband and I have decided that the worries we get while homeschooling are not half as bad
as they would be, if they went to school. And we feel in the end, we’ll be able to work out the
finances by being frugal and smart with
our money.
I know many families face the same
problems that we do, so this is why
I’ve pulled together everything I’ve
learned about saving money, making
extra money, and good resources for
learning about becoming financially
savvy in this downloadable PDF. I’m
also including the article I wrote in the
Summer 2014 issue of home/school/
life magazine, titled “Money Matters,” My husband and boys at a natural history museum. One of the
benefits of homeschooling is being able to take a lot of field
which was about three homeschool
trips. This one-room (but excellent) exhibit was free at a
families who persevered through
nearby university.
financial crisis. One of those families
was led by a single parent, and she homeschooled while facing poverty and opposition from
her ex-husband. After the article, I have a short chapter titled “Where Are They Now?” which
will tell you what happened to those families. Kristina Daniele took the time to write up an
excellent list of financial advice that she would like to pass on to you too.
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Through these families, I’ve realize that homeschooling is accessible to almost everyone who
is determined to do it. Maybe you are not willing to take the risks that these families took,
and that’s okay. The important thing is to realize that you may be able to pull off
homeschooling no matter what your particular financial situation. Could you get creative
about how you schedule your time or make a little extra money? Most of all, how much are
you willing to sacrifice? That’s the biggest question, and there’s no right or wrong answer.
It’s a personal choice.
I hope this resource will be valuable to new and seasoned homeschool families who have
decided that homeschooling is too important to let finances get in the way. Time and time
again, my husband and I have decided that in the end, we want to do what is best for our
children. Their education, which is bound together with their whole lives, is too important.
— Shelli Bond Pabis
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